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Sarah Pitt

Acting Chairs
Charlee Bennett
Annual General Meeting of 
CPRE Avon and Bristol
20th October 2023
The Clock House Room, Engine Shed, Lower Station Approach, Bristol BS1 6QH
12:30 – 2 pm
Minutes
Minutes taken by Mary-Jane Wilshire,

 Director CPRE Avon and Bristol
In attendance*:

Trustees:, Sarah Pitt (Chair)  Charlee Bennett (Acting Chair),  Kaley Hart, Chris Ambrose, Catherine Withers, Sophie Spencer
District Group members: Dave Gray, Gill Gray, Gill Sammons (North Somerset), Robert Davies, Cate Le-Mack (BANES) Leslie Forrest (S.Glos) 
CPRE members: David Robinson, Martin Mitchell, Ian Shergold, Olwen Gillespie, Andrew King, Lucy King, , Jennifer John, Clare Anderson, , Jenny Woodman, Nick Coates, Ann Fay, Karen Barrat, , Dinah Bernard, Susan Ivan. 
	1. 
	Welcome & Housekeeping

	2. 
	Apologies for absence

Trustees: Danica Priest (proposed)
District Groups: Georgie Bigg , Jill Kempshall

	
	Presentation by Roger Mortlock CEO of CPRE National.
 Charlee Bennet welcomed members, staff, Trustees and ran through the Agenda
She then welcomed Roger Mortlock and invited him to give his presentation on his ambition for CPRE.



	3. 
	Presentation by Mary-Jane Wilshire, Director CPRE Avon and Bristol. 
Mary-Jane outline the current work programme and future plans within the context of the national strategic aims. 

Following the presentation by the Director Charlee Bennet gave tribute David Worskett former Chair who sadly passed away in July 2022.

	4. 
	Adoption of Minutes of AGM held on 20th October 2022
Minutes of the CPRE Avon & Bristol AGM held on 20th October 2022 were adopted.

	5. 
	Annual report for 2022 (as sent by mail and available on website).
Charlee Bennet highlighted a number of successes and achievements over the past year. 

	
	Treasurer’s report including, for approval, CPRE Avon and Bristol Annual Accounts 2022.
Kaley Hart reported on the finances for the year.

The CPRE Avon and Bristol Accounts 2021 were adopted. 

	6. 
	Election of Trustees
Chris Willmore stood down to take up her position as Local Councilor in South Gloucestershire 

Chris Ambrose stood down after serving 5 years as Trustee. Charrlee Bennet gave warm thanks for his dedication and service to CPRE. 

Vote taken to appoint Danica Priest and Sophie Spencer. 

	7. 
	Election of Honorary Officers
Not required

	8. 
	Election of Vice-Chair
Vote taken to appoint Charlee Bennet as Vice Chair

	9. 
	Election of Chair
Vote taken to appoint Sarah Pitt as Chair. Sarah is currently taking a short break to recover from a major operation. Charlee Bennet is currently acting as Chair. 

	10. 
	Appointment of an independent examiner for the 2022 Accounts

Mike Bowles was appointed.

	11. 
	Open forum for member’s questions and suggestions.
The issue of affordable housing was raised and the inappropriate nomination as such when so called affordable housing is marketed at over £350,000.

Backwell Local Residents Association made themselves known and highlighted the importance of engaging with them and groups like them. 

The issue of the CPRE Avon and Bristol website was raised and that it needs improving. 

Catherine Withers recommended engaging with Patrick Holden from the Sustainable Food Trust in regards to the Green belt enhancement work priority. 
Members expressed frustration with our inability at local group level to contact ‘supporters’ of CPRE who are local to the area but are not full members. 
The issue of ethically sourced solar panels were raised.

	12. 
	Any other business




*Everyone listed as Trustees and District Group members are also CPRE members, meaning that we were quorate (minimum 15 people).
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